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telephone notes 

THE PRESIDENT AND 
(A) 


CLAUDE D ESAU TEL (T) 

<B> 
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A Do we always get out these meetings. . . can't we have a meeting 

with a member of Congress without them announcing it? 

B Oh my God. . somebody has announced it. . . 

A Yes. . they all announced it. . . 
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B They were all told it was OFF THE RECORD. . . as always. . 

that it was Off The Record and consequently. . they were to 
come in the back door. . so as aatsDi not to be seen. . 

Oh my God. . who announced it? 

A Doesn't say. . it was. . it says that Congressional sources said 

leaders of both parties had been called at 6:45 for a White 
House Leadership conference . . presumed the call was to meet 
. . brief the lawmakers on the latest FT boat attack. 

B We've always had this problem. . where it comes from 1 don't 

know. . . Dirksen says he doesn't talk and Halleck says 1 respect 
the office of the President. . I'll never talk. . . but we don't have 
any evidence. . except once or twice when we've had some problems 
. . . Larry has suggested that maybe Dirksen should be the last one 
called. . . so I don't know quite how to figure it. . I suppose the best 
thing to do. . whenever you call ttiies meetings Mr. President. . 
to hold off aa long as we can before ceiling them. . . to prevent 
this whole thing. . . they were all told it was OFF THE RECORD. . . 
so. . . 

A What did you call them? 

\ ' 

B Well I we started to call possibly around 3 o cl o c k Mr. President. . 

from 3 o clock on. . . but we didn't get them till 5:00 o clock or so 
... it was later than that. . between 3:30 and . . . put the calls roughly 
X tHinfc Sen. Mansfield was the first one called. . . it seemed to me it 
was about 3:15. . . 3:20. . , we called the members themselves. . not 
any staff people. . . so roughly around 3: 15. . . 

A * Well it was exactly an hour and half. . two hours . . early. . . we should 
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hav* called tham at 4i35. . . that i* what Pd aak*d than* 
to do* • • 

Oh. . . wall Mac Bundy. . . aaid. . . 

Okay. . . much obliged. . thank you. 

Bight air. 
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